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An Interpretation of Seasonal Patterns in Shakespeare’s Sonnets
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(Northwestern Polytechnical University, Xi'an 710129, China)

Abstract. Seasonal images often occur in Shakespeare’s sonnets. This paper focuses on the seasonal

patterns used in Shakespeare’s sonnets. It is found that the seasonal usage involves the mono-season

pattern, and the alternate model of dual-season pattern, triple-season pattern, and quartric-season

pattern. Accordingly, the paper analyzes Shakespeare’s feelings in sonnets and the temporal outlook

of Renaissance with examples in the relevant sonnets to interpret the characteristics and functions of

those patterns.
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