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Abraham Lincoln and His Famous “The Gettysburg Address”

XU Yan-ping

(Xidian University, Xi'an 710071, China)

Abstract; Abraham Lincoln, the famous self-made American President’ is known for his guiding his
country through the most devastating experience in its national history — the Civil War, by means of
abolishing slavery to eliminate the barrier to the tremendous growth of the capitalism and keeping the
Union together. However, he should also be known for his highly influential “The Gettysburg Ad-
dress” presented in the critical historical background which summarized the war in 10 sentences and
271 words. “The Gettysburg Address” is one of the best-known speeches in the English world which
is frequently referred to in works of popular culture. Its word choice and its democratic thought had
great influence on the Constitution of France and Sun Yat-sen’s Three Principles of the People, and e-
ven Martin Luther King, Jr's speech “I Have a Dream” owes much to it.
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