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An Analysis of the Layout Features of Four Great
Gelug Monasteries of Buddhism in Tibet

NIU Ting-ting, WANG Yong-ping

(Anhui University of Architecture, Hefei 230022, China)

Abstract: With a review of the architectural history of four Great Gelug monasteries of Buddhism in
Tibet, the paper studies the development of their layouts and the layout features in each monastery.
Ganden Monastery is located and fan-shaped along the col. Centering around the main halls, Drepung
Monastery is formed and developed from inside out. Sera Monastery is constructed on the central road
as the axis, clearly divided into the new area and old one. Tashilhunpo Monastery is dominated over
by a range of 7 golden-roofed Buddha halls. Under the same historical and religious background., the
monasteries are common in the overall layout, extending outward in the way cells develop naturally.
At the same time, because of the geographical diversity, each monastery takes a layout of its own
characteristic. Above all, the four monasteries are constructed by means of suiting the local condi-
tion, adapting to the environment, and achieving a harmonious coexistence with nature.
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