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On the Thought of “Clinging to the

Ancient, Ignoring the Present”
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(Northwest University, Xi'an 710127, China)

Abstract: The thought of “clinging to the ancient, ignoring the present” is a kind of Chinese ancient
literary criticism on poetry and a brief comment on the retro style of writing as well. The thought has
been existing home and aboard in the field of literary criticism and literary creation from ancient
times, Influenced deeply with it, people are inclined to give higher appraisal to the literary works
with ancientry, and literary critics are active to make comments on the thought. The arising and ex-
istence of the thought are closely related to the subject personalities of the literary creation and criti-
cism, including the moral accomplishment, the antiquarian strain of literati, and the psychological
effect that the distance brings nicety. It also cannot be separated from the limitation of the back-
ground of the times and other factors. Though the thought of “clinging to the ancient, ignoring the
present” exerts a subtle influence on literary creation and criticism, the modern literary criticism is
not expected to absolutely value the past, nor blindly look down upon the present.
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