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“The Beautiful Low-rent Houses”
——An analysis of the design of Blue-collar Apartment and the shaping of city image in Wuhu

LUO Zhong-xia'y, HU hong*

(1. Anhui Polytechnic University, Wuhu 241000, China;
2. China Railway Urban Planning &. Design Institute CO. , LTD. , Wuhu 241000, China)

Abstract;: The city image is one of the most valuable intangible assets of a city, where buildings. streets,
traffics, tourist attractions, environmental facilities sends out messages like nature, history, physical ele-
ments, culture and other aspects of the city all the time. Given that the low-rent houses are built to solve
problems of housing for the low-income disadvantaged families in the city, the design and the construction will
not only impress on people with advantages and disadvantages every now and then but also influence the ur-
ban development of politics, economy, and culture. The design of Blue-collar Apartment in Wuhu embodies
merits as follows: creating a multileveled neighborhood for a diversity of social communication, concretizing
the genius loci according to the plan, highlighting the modern design style, which is minimalist but not sinr—
plistic, in buildings of simple material and higher color contrast. Moreover the design beautifies the visual
surroundings in the city and shapes a decent image of the city.
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