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An Analysis of Defense Features of Chinese Traditional Garden
Space from the Perspective of Isologues Phenomena

LIU Yuan, ZHANG Ling, TIAN Chao-yang

(Henan Agricultural University, Zhengzhou 450002, China)

Abstract: Analyzing the space structure of gardens in cities, villages and courtyards, the paper finds
that the defense features, the isologues phenomena, are distinct in Chinese traditional building sys-
tem, which not only take a role of spatial carrier of the defense mentality of the Chinese, and also
meet the functional needs of settlement, survival and security of agricultural ethnic groups. As an im-
portant element in Chinese traditional building system, the defense function of traditional garden
space was weakened or even lost, while the remaining defense features evolved into artistic ones with
aesthetic function, and likely, the original defense mentality was interpreted by literati and talents as
a culture of the recluse life in the garden, hence the isologues phenomena in Chinese traditional arts.
Key words: traditional garden; space features; defense function; isologues phenomena; natural

prototype; psychological isomorphism
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