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An Analysis of the Interpersonal Meaning of Grammatical

System of Mood in American TV Series

——A case study of Desperate Housewives

FENG Lan., SHI Yong-zhen

(Northwestern Polytechnical University, Xi'an 710129, China)

Abstract: The interaction of the language is implemented mainly by the mood and modality in gram-
mar system, which can express the interpersonal meaning and make it possible that the communica-
ting participants interact with each other. With several samples of dialogue chosen from American TV
series Desperate Housewives, this paper analyzes the Mood system and the interpersonal meaning ex-
pressed and comes up with that it is vital to use the Mood system to enhance the interpersonal mean-
ing. At the same time, the Mood system offers a theoretical method for the audience, the English
learner especially, to study and appreciate the U. S. TV series.
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1:
Lee.

Anyway, prison won't be such a big

change. You're a dentist. You're used to cavity

searches.

Bob: You vowed to me that you wouldn’t

say that.

Katherine: Bree tells me that you're going

to make very good use of your time away.

Bree: Uh, yes. He’s going to read a lot of

classic books, maybe study a language.

Andrew: Yes, uh, he can learn the Italian

for, I cost five cigarettes.

Bree: Andrew, really.

Orson: Bree, he’s joking. Everything is

fine except my glass, which seems to be empty.
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2:
Lynette; Sweetie, we already got Karen a
candle. An R. V. might be overkill.

Tom: Yeah, but that’s not for her. That’s
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for us. I'm about to blow your mind, Lynette. Lynette  Tom ,
Lynette: Oh, don’t. 1 like my mind the ,

way it is. o ,
Tom: What would you say to the idea of Lynette R

taking the kids out of school for a year and bop- Karen , R

ping around the country in one of these sweet s

rides , “we already got Karen a candle. An

Lynette: Well, I might not say anything. 1 R. V. might be overkill.”

might just put my finger to my ear and twirl it in .
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