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Humanism in William Shakespeare’s Sonnets

and John Donne’s Poems

HUANG Yi-chao

(China Jiliang University, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: Humanism is always mainstreamed in English Poetry. This paper aims to discover the simi-
lar contributions to humanism both from William Shakespeare and John Donne despite their seemingly
different writing styles. They share a lot in the aspects of poetic dictions and themes. Taking
Shakespeare’s Sonnet 2 and Donne’s Flea as examples, we may find easily that it is their innovative
poetic dictions, anti-traditional themes and experimental spirit that further the orientation of human-
ism to a more profound level.
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“If thou couldst answer this fair child of mine/
Shall sum my count and make my old excuse,/
Proving his beauty by succession thine / This
were to be new made when thou art old, /And
see thy blood warm when thou feel’st it cold.”
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