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The Enlightenment of Wang Yangming’s Philosophy on
the Cultivation of the Moral Subject

XUE Li-li

(Shaanxi University of Chinese Medicine, Xi'an 712046, China )

Abstract: The ethical education,the key of which is “acquiring on one’s own”, is to cultivate a man of
an intrinsic virtue. Though the ethical education or the moral quality education overemphasizes poli-
tics,it is on the basis of “acquiring on one’s own” so that people’s quality of ideology, politics and mo-
rality can be practically improved. It is the man, the moral subject, who perceives the ethics in the
education. The conventional ethical education, which is simplified and formalized, is getting farther
away from the moral subject and finds it hard to reach out to the moral subject in the real life, hence
an implantating teaching regardless of recipients. The moral life is the physical experience and the
perceptive source of moral subject, which is known as the subject present in the ethical education.
The true sense of the ethical education is that the subject acquires virtue on its own and that attention
is paid to the presence of subject in the process of education. The core content of Wang Yangming’s

philosophy is to reconstruct the moral subject with an ethical education mode of inward exploration.
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By borrowing reasonable ideas from Wang Yangming's philosophy,we should improve the ethical edu-
cation in the way of acquiring virtue on one’s own and having subject present in the education.
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