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A Comparative Study of the Political Thoughts
of Stoicism and Confucianism

SHANG Xiao-dong

(Huagiao University, Quanzhou 362021, China)

Abstract. Stoicism and Confucianism influence the development of Eastern and Western civilizations
respectively. Originated from the rational thought of natural law, Stoicism, from the view of humani-
ty, emphasizes the spirit of freedom and equality and advocates the rule of law and the checks and bal-
ance. On the other hand, Confucianism advocates" the divine right of kingd" without rules to follow.
Calling for the rule by man, the regime of autocratical monarchy was obsessed of hierarchy, which
shackles the mind with a unified concept and the doctrine of moral orders.
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