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On the Spatial Pattern of Beijing Courtyard

CUI Bo-juan

(Qingdao Technological University Qindao College, Qingdao 266106, China)

Abstract: Beijing courtyard, having witnessed the vicissitudes of life of hundred years, is still one of
the habitation types in the old city of Beijing up to now. With an orderly planning, Beijing courtyard
serves as not only the enclosure of architectural space but also the continuation of tradition. The pa-
per presents a brief introduction of Beijing courtyard in the aspects of development, intension and ar-
chitectural features. Analyzing the space of Beijing courtyard in terms of Western architectural pat-
tern, the paper argues that it is an appropriate approach to obtain a traditional building with a con-
temporary reflection to modernize and pragmatize the spatial pattern of traditional Beijing courtyard,
which is a way of creative thinking with the traditional Chinese architectural theory.

Key words: Beijing courtyard ; spatial composition; architectural pattern language
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