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A Novel with Metaphorical Images of Firefly and Lice

——A review on Jia Pingwa's A Firefly Shinning in the Darkness

WEI Yan-long

(Northwestern Polytechnical University, Xi'an 710072, China)

Abstract: In the newly published novel A Firefly Shinning in the Darkness, Jia Pingwa is successful
in using the firefly metaphorically to mould a grass rooted working woman, a rural officer who stag-
gered lonely in the darkness like a firefly shinning in the darkness with a little lantern, while the met-
aphoric application of lice implicates unsolvable conflicts and disputes at the bottom of the society.
The heroine, called Ying or Daideng (namely a firefly shinning with a little lantern ) is placed by Jia
Pingwa at the grass root level of the society in China, whose witness and thinking reflect a variety of
issues in the changing course of Chinese countryside. The lifelike description of firefly and louse
makes A Firefly Shinning in the Darkness another masterpiece of Jia Pingwa’ novels.
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