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“Speaking Matching Writing” and the Novels in Dialects

Issues of Chinese dialects in novels in late Qing dynasty

CHEN Di—qgiang

(Dalian University of Foreign Languages, Dalian 116044, China)

Abstract: Influenced by “Speaking Matching Writing” and the idea of fictional revolution, a theoreti-
cal self~awareness of writing in dialects was formed in late Qing dynasty. As a result writers created
consciously more dialect novels, especially in Wu dialect and Beijing dialect, just to break a new path.
But the use of plenty dialects to simulate dialogues and the popularization of novel’s enlightenment
function contradict the artistry of fiction language. Those who prefer the artistry of novels advocated
making another mode of a universal language since they believed that the innovation of vernacular
written language, which are colloquial, general and artistic, was consistent with the construction of
Mandarin-National language, thus making it possible for the fiction language to turn from vulgar into
elegance and amending the defects of dialect novels. In fact, the theory succeeded in the new litera-
ture of the May Fourth Movement.
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