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A Research on the Derivation Process of the

Ancient Phonetic System by Huang Kan
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Abstract: The ancient phonetic system by Huang Kan doesn’t result from begging the question. The

system of twenty three initials which are formulated originally by Huang Kan synthesizes the achieve-

ments of the ancient phonology studies by former worthies. Inspired by Zou Hanxun, Huang Kan

formulated the two initials of qun and yu which lie in the third grade and the two initials of yu and xie

which lie in the fake forth grade as the initials whose pronunciations changed in later generations. The

system of ancient nineteen initials has been finalized. Differing from the study of ancient initials, the

study of ancient rhymes by Huang Kan is a process in which he studied pronunciation type and pho-

netic value respectively and then verified them mutually in consequence.

Key words: Huang Kan; the study of ancient phonology; the analysis of pronunciation type; the

study of phonetic value
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