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On the Rational Presence of Ethic Forms in

Derrida’s Politics of Specters

SUN Quang-sheng

(Southeast University, Nanjing 211189, China)

Abstract: Derrida’s politics of specters reveals the specific intention of ethics and idea. The main con-

tent of ethic forms includes humanistically the ethics to live a better life and politically the ethics to

¢ ”»

hold on justice. By translating the sententious injunction “to learn to live finally” semantically, Derri-
da expresses the ethic orientation of his politics of specters theoretically. According to him “to live”,
by definition, is not something one learns subjectively, that is, one cannot learn it alone but from the
taming and training of the other, thus learning to live with “ghosts”. Therefore in this highly inten-
sive era, it is advisable to abide by justice and uphold conscience by means of referring to Marx’s criti-
cal spirit.
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