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Exploring an Important Approach to Seek

Vernacular Architecture for the Cultural Root
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Abstract; “Cultural-Root Seeking”, one of the trending topics, is differentiated from “root-seeking litera-
ture” which worships the western modernism. Unlike the assimilation resulting from globalization, cultural-
root seeking pays high attention to genealogy and anthroponomy, and believes that the “cultural root” can be
palpably found in real vernacular architectures. The sense of native soil in Chinese traditional culture tends to
be materialized as kinds of vernacular architecture such as the ancestral hall, the honorific arch, the temple
complex, the drama stage and the like. Theses buildings verify the Confucian orthodoxy like the clansman,
the patriarchal clan system, the four commandments (loyalty, filial piety, chastity, and righteousness) and
the four cardinal virtues (humanity, justice, propriety, and wisdom), which is the externalization of deep-
rooted ancestralism. Vernacular architectures, coupled with conserved genealogy and engraved family names,
are locative and of Chinese characteristics, hence taking the lead in international communication. The paper
thinks that for the sake of cultural-root seeking it is essential to abandon the opinion of the other and bystand-
ers, to awaken our cultural consciousness, to defend China’s cultural security, and to construct the national

cultural strategy.
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