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A Theoretical Study of the First Three Chapters in
The Literary Mind and the Carving of Dragons

XIE Yong

(Southwest University, Chongqging 400715, China)

Abstract: The basic idea of The Literary Mind and the Carving of Dragons is embodied in the first
five chapters (Yuandao, Zhengsheng, Zongjing, Zhengwei and Biansao), which are referred to as
the “hub” of the article by the last chapter Xuzhi. There is a close relation between the first three
ones (Yuandao, Zhengsheng, Zongjing) .for all of them elaborate the reason to adhere to the princi-
ple and illustrate that Confucian classics in accordance with the doctrine and God’s will are the para-
digm and source of all articles. Therefore writings are expected to derive from Confucian classics and
Zongjing is the core center of the first three chapters. In these chapters Liu Xie clarifies his thoughts
about literature such as the origin and function of literature and the artistic and thought standard in
literature.
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