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On the View of the Sustainable Resources Use of
Chinese Ancient Architecture
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Abstract: A systemic principle of the sustainable use of natural resources has been the Great formed in
the exploration of building resources in ancient China. Legend has been told that Yu once released a
ban to reinforce the norm to make use of natural resources, which is “taking it timely’. In the period
of Western Zhou Dynasty, the principle of “breeding it timely and making use of it sparingly” came
into being to explore and utilize the resources. In Tang Dynasty. the idea of “taking it abstemiously
and making use of it sparingly” took shape. These principles and norms which then served as an im-
portant humanistic conception in ensuring the sustainable use of architectural resources, especially the
use of timbers, now has a critical reference to the expanding of green buildings.

Key words: taking it timely ; the nono in respective seasons; taking it abstemiously ; making use of it
sparingly
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