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An Analysis on the Survival Condition of Maidservants

in A Dream of Red Mansions

ZHANG Ze-lin

(Xuancheng Vocational & Technical College, Xuancheng 242000, China)

Abstract: All the maidservants in A Dream in Red Mansions live at the bottom of the feudal family
with rigidly stratified system. They have neither freedom nor dignity. Protected and connived under
the feudal patriarchy system, the feudal rulers would tread on their body and soul arbitrarily and ar-
range their marriage and future at will. They even controlled their lives by economic means, such as
the monthly payment or tips. All those complicated interpersonal relationships like cheating and dis-
honesty among their masters, and jealousies and suspicions among maidservants themselves are
threatening their survival and safety.
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