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Who is Drop Dead Gorgeous, Extraordinary and Free from Vulgarity

——A research on the Crpoetry of the chant to begonia by Gu Taiqing

ZHAO Ying-ying

(Fujian Normal University, Fuzhou 350007, China)

Abstract: As the first female Ci-poet of Qing Dynasty, Gu Taiqing has got the reputation that just as
Cheng Rongruo is regard as the best male Ci-poet, so Gu Taiging is the best female one. In Gu’s
works, the chant to flowers takes an important part, including various flowers like peony, begonia,
plum blossom. narcissus, jasmine, shepherd’s purse peach blossom, pomegranate, loquat and so on,
especially the chants to begonia. Her chant to begonia not only expresses the external beauty in form
and color of the dedicate and charming begonia, but also depicts the noble soul and morals of begonia.
The poems come to the perfection that there are flowery pictures and souls in Ci-poems. She also
compares herself to begonia by a self-description of a noble woman’s life and idle sorrow, which is
kind of subtle and concealing life experience of a middle-aged widow.
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