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On Jameson’s Cognitive Mapping Theory in Post- Modernistic Context
CHEN Chun-li

(Xianyang Normal University, Xianyang 712000, China)

Abstract: In the post-modern society, great changes have taken place in the living survival condition and the
knowledge structure. The new context initiates changes in the content and function of aesthetics. So Fredric
Jameson introduced an aesthetic theory of cognitive mapping world-wide, so as to assess the status of
post-modern culture and the present and future situation of people living in. According to cartography, he
constructed a cognitive mapping about the cognitive domain on the basis of “Space” concept. Jameson’s theory of
“Cognitive Mapping” is a brand-new mode of cultural politics, which provides a new approach and perspective
for the contemporary culture study on this bizarre global space in the post-modern era. Breaking through the
traditional imitation theory of relectionism and the reconstruction of old ideological framework, he blends in his

theory more content of th e new circumstance, hence a compatible mode of aesthetics.
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