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The Practice and Implications of the Historic Cities’ Regeneration in China
——A case study of Xi’an Drum-tower Muslim district

ZHAI Bin-ging, ZHU Shan-yao

(Xi’an Jiaotong  University, Xi’an 710049, China)

Abstract: During the economic growth-oriented urban regeneration process, many Chinese historic cities tend to
restructure local urban spatial environments and relocate original residents. This frequently leads to the disruption
and disappearance of many local traditional life styles and custom. Based on the study of the regeneration policy
and practices in Xi’an Drum-tower Muslim District, this paper reveals that market-oriented urban regeneration in
historic districts stress much on the improvement of urban physical environment. Comparatively, less attention has
been put on the conservation of intangible elements. Through the in-depth case study, this paper contends that
institutionalized implementation and management of community participation in urban regeneration process might
hold the keys towards the achievement of urban regeneration multi-objectives.
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