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Exploitation or Contract
——A rethinking of the paradigm shifting in the research
of past thirty years on the land tenancy of Qing Dynasty

WANG Cong-cong

(Yichun University, Yichun 336000, China)

Abstract: The discourse change in historiography and the paradigm shifting in research reflect the development
of historical science. According to the traditional theory, the land tenancy in Qing Dynasty was considered as the
exploitation of landlord to tenants. Instead, it has been reconsidered in the past thirty years in the academic circle.
In terms of the essential attitude, the tenancy is kind of contract. Because of the different social division of labor
between the landlord and tenants, the tenancy contributes to the effective combination of the land of landlord and
the labor of tenants with mutual reciprocity and benefit for both sides, hence a tenancy relationship by means of
negotiation rather than compulsion. The academic community has completed the transform of academic discourse
and research paradigm, though it will take a longer historical period to study the land tenancy in order to further
understand the property and function of the tenancy in the tradition society with a clearer image.

Key words: land tenancy; exploitation; contract; discourse change; paradigm shifting; traditional China
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