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An Exploration of the Philosophical Ideas Reflecting in Milan Kundera’s Joke

ZHAO Qian

(Anhui Business College, Wuhu 241003, China)

Abstract: Joke, the first novel written by Milan Kundera, is not only a political novel with love story, but also a

philosophical one. Scholars from both home and abroad have analyzed the novel from the perspective of

existentialism. By extensive reading, we can find many new philosophical ideas, including sentimentalism,

contradictions as well as spiritual ecology. The analysis of these philosophies will help us in the deep

understanding of the novel. At the same time, it can reinforce our thinking towards our lives so as to face the

future with an active attitude.
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