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A Discussion of the Connotation Evolution of “Nature” from
the Perspective of Maternity

HUA Rui, YANG Hang-zheng
(Xi’an University of Arch. and Tech., Xi’an 710055, China)

Abstract: The connotation of “Nature”, which has kept on changing and developing with the evolution of
human beings, is linked closely with human knowledge of natural environment and their ability to change
“Nature”. Always playing a role of mother in the progress of mankind, “Nature” presents a splendid epic in
which a maternal physical body evolves , from the early maternal worship, to the mechanical dualism, and then
to the time of the eco-feminism in the present. Accordingly the metaphors and interpretations of this maternal
“Nature” reflect the significance embodied between the nature of physical body and survival interest of human
beings. Therefore it is critical in the eco-civilization construction for China to balance the co-existence of
mankind and “Nature” and seek the development of human civilization while holding “Nature” in awe and
veneration.
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