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A Brief Analysis on Tibetan’s Temple and City
NIU Ting-ting
(School of Architecture & Urban Planning, Anhui Jianzhu University, Hefei 230022, China)

Abstract: The temple in Tibet is to the city what the religion is to the secularity, either independent or related.
Taking the famous temples built in Tibet during the periods of Snga dar (the first propagation of Lamaism) and
Phyi dar (the second propagation of Lamaism) as examples and according to the historical reference, the article
expounds four relationships between Tibet temples and the city: the city development around the temple; the
mingling of temples into the city as a regional center of caesaropapism, a three-in-one city pattern, and the
construction of temples in the outskirts of city. From the perspective of historical social development, the paper
comes to the conclusion that it is the development of Buddhism activities that leads to the change of four patterns
of the temple and the city in Tibet.

Keywords: temple; city; three-in-one; caesaropapism; Tibetan Buddhism
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