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A Comparative Analysis on the Reform Thinking Between
Wang An-shih and Gong Zizhen

—— Based on The Letter Submitted to Emperor Renzong and The Answers to Politics
SUN Kun-ming* 2

(1. College of Politics and Economics, Shaanxi Normal University, Xi’an 710062, China;

2. Institue of Ideological and Political Theory, Teaching, Xi’an Univ. of Arch. &. Tech., Xi’an 710055, China)
Abstract: Both Wang Anshi’s The Statement Submitted Emperor Renzong and Gong Zizhen’s The Answers to
Politics adopt the reform thinking of following the examples of ancients instead of rigidly adhering to them, and
stress on the proper selection, training and appointment of talents. Given the different social issues they were
faced with,, their reform emphasis varied greatly. Wang An-shih paid attention to the importance of finance, while
Gong Zi-zhen attached importance to the agriculture, the water course management, and the western border
governance. Both of them took on the responsibility of the nationality sense of hardship and the reform thinking to
demolish and establish courageously, which is important component of the treasures of Chinese national spirit and
provides reference to deepen Chinese reform in an all-round way.

Key words: Wang An-shi; The Letter Submitted to Emperor Renzong; Gong Zi-zhen; The Answers to Politics;
reform thinking; the national spirit
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