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An Exploration of the Spatial Decoration Strategy of
Gulangyu Family Inns Based on Narrative Design

HU Xiao-cong

(Apparel and Art Design College, Xiamen University of Technology, Xiamen 361024, China)

Abstract: The narrative design emphasizes that on the premise to meet the basic functional need, the design
should accurately express a certain cultural connotation, so as to arouse the audience's emotional reactions and
assure the changeable spiritual experience. From the perspective of narrative design, the paper explores the
constructive strategy of the spatial decoration in Gulangyu family inns, analyzes the elements and principles of
narrative design, and puts forward the practical strategies in the spatial decoration in the aspects of narrative
theme, narrative structure and narrative perspective. It is believed that the application of the narrative design can
be beneficial to the spatial decoration of Gulangyu family inns, especially in the design to convert the "objects"
into "things" with the view to sublimate audience’ experience from "looking" to "understanding”, Besides, the
narrative design is helpful to avoid loading the spatial decoration with commercial consumption symbols, when
stressing on searching creative ideas from unique images and cultural sites of those ancient buildings in Gulanyu,
and building a vernacular brand image of Gulangyu family inns.

Key words: spatial decoration; narrative design; family inns
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