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An Exploration of the Narrative Intertextuality
—The creation and the translation of Xu Zhi-mo’s short stories
XING Xiao-mei, LI Wen-ge

(School of Foreign Languages, Shaanxi Normal University, Xi’an 710062, China)

Abstract: Among the versatile writers of the Literature Research Association, Xu Zhi-mo, the most representative,
enjoys a reputation of not only a talented poet but also an accomplished translator and short story writer veritably.
His translation and creation are intertwined and mutually constructive, among which his short story writing was
influenced by “the English Chekhov”, Katherine Mansfield. This paper explores into the intertextuality between
his short stories writing and the translation of Mansfield’s short stories from the narrative aspects. In the narrative
focus, Xu Zhi-mo established a narrative mode to switch the internal and external focalizations with a flexible
conversion of narrative perspectives. In the narrative structure, he selected “slices of life” as the construction of
stories to highlight descriptive plots. In narrative space, he also employed story and psychological space to
develop the plot, adding intense to short stories. This study shows that learning from Mansfield Xu Zhi-mo blends
the narrative focalizations, narrative construction and spatial narrative creatively into his writings to form his
creative uniqueness.

Key words: Xu Zhi-mo; writing and translation; intertextuality; narrative
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