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The Gardening Techniques of Mending and Building in Bu Garden

KANG Hong-tao
( College of Biological Science and Technology,School of Biological Science and Biotechnology,
Minnan Normal University, Zhangzhou 363000, China)

Abstract: Bu Garden, adjacent to the Humble Administrator’ s Garden, is a private garden in Suzhou in the late
Qing Dynasty, the owner of which, Zhang Lvqian, loved the traditional arts such as Kun opera, painting and calli-
graphy. The overall art style of Bu Garden is influenced by not only its owner’ s characters and hobbies, but also its
predecessor and neighboring garden landscape. On the basis of borrowed scenery, Bu Garden makes use of the
techniques of mending and building to handle skillfully the relation with its predecessor and the neighboring garden,
thus meeting the owner’ s need of making friends and practicing Kun opera in daily life. Therefore it becomes a
prestigious private garden in Suzhou during the period of late Qing. Bu Garden continues the history of the Humble
Administrator’ s Garden in the aspects of landscape names and spatial arrangements, and its landscape artistic ex-
pression goes on in Suzhou Museum of modern forms. Linking the Humble Administrator’ s Garden and Suzhou Mu-
seum, Bu Garden shares the same strain in history, culture and art with the other two landscape spots

Key words:Bu garden; the Humble Administrator’ s Garden; gardening art; Suzhou gardens; Suzhou Museum
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