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On the Rational Principle and Emotional Principle of Interpersonal Treatment

ZHANG Da-wei
(Institute of Philosophy, Jishou University, Jishou 416000, China)

Abstract : The basic factors of interpersonal treatment include the moral agent and moral patient, the moral conduct

and moral principle, and the human essence seen as the first question of interpersonal treatment. Presupposing the

inter-subjectivity, the rational principle of interpersonal treatment provides an extrinsic justification for the moral

conduct and deals with the cognizable identity due to the human’ s rational power. On the other hand, the emotion-

al principle of interpersonal treatment could be appropriate for the unidirectional or asymmetrical moral conducts in

a subject-object model and provides an intrinsic motivation for the moral conduct. The emotional principle is deter-

mined by human’s emotional capability, which is confronted with the sensible diversity or otherness.

Key words :interpersonal treatment; rational principle; emotional principle; human essence
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