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The Evolution of the Tangent Circle Pattern in Hehuang Area

WANG Xiao-zhen
(School of Fine Arts, Northwest Minzu University, Lanzhou 730000, China)

Abstract ;: The tangent circle pattern, typical in the decorative painting of official architecture in Ming and Qing dy-
nasty, forms a norm style after a long history of evolution. The winding stem pattern is widely used in the decorative
painting of Tibetan architecture. Separate or mingled in the architecture color paintings of Hehuang area, these two
decorative patterns are one of the emblematic decorative patterns of local architecture. The evolution of the colored
patterns confirms the ethnic cultural exchange with images and also reflects a long history and tendency of the inter-
action between Tibetan and Han cultures.

Key words : the tangent circle pattern; the winding stem pattern; the interaction between Tibetan and Han cultures
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