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On the Compliance-gaining Strategy and Power Relation in

Dream in Red Mansions

YANG Zi
(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Shaanxi Normal University, Xi’an 710119, China)

Abstract ; Dream in Red Mansions is a novel of complicated interpersonal relationships between a large numbers of
characters. According to the compliance gaining strategy by the American socialists Gerald Marwell and David
Schmitt, there are five types of tactics in the book: rewarding activity, punishing activity, expertise, activation of
impersonal commitments, and activation of personal commitments. In addition, by analyzing the compliance-gai-
ning behaviors related to Wang Xifeng and Jia Baoyu, we can observe types of power which are derived from com-
pliance-gaining, and the subtle power relations between the upper and lower subordinates of Jia’s Household.

Key words ; Dream in Red Mansions; compliance-gaining strategy; power relation
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