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The Door to No Exit

An exploration of seeing oneself in a world of others

LIU Hai
(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Guizhou Normal University, Guiyang 550001, China)

Abstract ; For a long time, the literary circles have paid special attention to Jean-Paul Sartre’s literary practice, and
supported with each other in the literary and philosophical interpretation. However, when interpreting Sartre’s liter-
ary text it may not be the only way the literary criticism take trouble to expound the significance of Sartre’s No Exit
with the metaphysical philosophy. The text codes, like a labyrinth, imply the mystery in and out. The careful read-
er can open the door to the maze from the perspectives of the stories of three characters locked inside a claustropho-
bic space, the metaphor of the mirror which is replaced by the view of others instead, and the description of “the

world of others ” and “Hell is other people”. By virtue of imagination, Jean-Paul Sartre reveals for us the way to
see oneself when getting on with others.

Key words :the claustrophobic space; metaphor of mirror; the world of others
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