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Franz Mehring” Critique agaist the Criticism of Historical Materialism

An interpretation of On the Historical Materialism
JIN Di,DAI Jian-peng
(School of Politics and Administration, Chang’an University, Xi’an 710064, China)

Abstract; On the historical materialism is written by Franz Mehring to defend the historical materialism. As an im-
portant Marxist theorist of the Second International, Mehring retorted profoundly the standpoints attacking and mis-
understanding the historical materialism. From his counter-criticism it is known that the historical materialism is not
the invention ignoring the physioclimate and other material factors, nor is it a borrowing from the historical romance
school. 1Tt is different from the materialism of natural science, too. Although there seem certain limitations in some
of Merlin’s ideas today, it still has some theoretical value for us to understand deeply the essence of historical mate-
rialism.

Key words : Merlin; On Historical Materialism; historical romantic school; materialism of natural science
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