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The Transforming for Art’s Sake

——A discussions on the design strategy of Power Station of Art, Shanghai
ZHU Yi-lang
(School of Art, Beijing City University, Beijing 100083, China)

Abstract ; The industrial relics left in the process of city growth are roughly seen as the burden and shackle of the
urban development, which in a longer and more flexible sight may become precious material resources and spiritual
wealth if a relation is fostered based on the dissimilarity and co-existence between the industrial form and other mor-
phologies in the city. In this respect, the combination of industry and art may spark and enrich subtle reactions.
The industrial atmosphere would be taken as an unconventional and brand-new aesthetic implication or stylish lan-
guage by the highly inclusive contemporary art. Moreover the special space scale and the space composition of in-
dustrial heritages would provide series of “stages” for the contemporary art pieces to splash personality and comple-
ment with each other, thus fulfilling the diversified demands of the contemporary art. By this co-mingling, the in-
dustrial heritages become the noumenon and vehicle of art, while in vice versa the art serves as the activation and
new meaning of the industrial heritages. Based on the analysis of the design strategy of Power Station of Art, Shang-
hai, the paper discuses the feasibility and innovativeness of the transformation of industrial buildings to artistic ar-
chitectures. It is argued that the preservation and transformation of industrial relics, the dialogue between the form
and the function, and the design pursuit of art, functions, and experience space would reflect the social attitude a-
vailable for the architecture.

Key words:art; industrial buildings; preservation and transformation; form and function
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