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On the Narrative Features of the Five-word Hundred Rhyme Poems by
Yuan Zhen and Bai Juyi

CHEN Jin
(College of Literature, Shaanxi University of Technology, Hanzhong 723000, China)

Abstract ; In the poetry anthologies of Yuan Zhen and Bai Juyi there is a special poetic style of five-word hundred
rhyme poems, which is typical of its distinct narrative style. Its narrative content is mainly about the writing in three
aspects such as the local conditions and customs of official travelling, the daily banquets and social intercourse and
their political experience. The narrative skills are mainly reflected in the enhancement of the narrativity of poetry,
the addition of small prefaces to the poem, and the employment of annotations, allusions and so on. It is due to the
realistic tend of poetic style then and their skillful writing of Yuefu song poems that the narrative is paid higher at-
tention to in their hundred rhyme poems.

Key words: Yuan Zhen; Bai Juyi; five-word hundred rhyme poems; narrativity
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