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The Comparison and Enlightenment of the Moral Education

Theory between Rousseau and Durkheim

Deng Juan-juan
(School of Marxism, Anhui Normal University, Wuhu 241000, China)

Abstract ; In different social and historical periods, both Rousseau and Durkheim put forward their famous theories on
moral educations. By the careful analysis and comparison, the paper finds that there are many similarities in their
theories on moral education, like emphasizing the role definition of the educator, respecting the moral subjectivity of
the educatees, advocating practical teaching, and paying attention to the educatees’ awareness of the socialization.
However differences are obvious in the aspects of the aim and idea of moral education, the function of the educator
and the status of the educatees. Although the two kinds of moral education theories have their own limitations, both
have emphasized on the important role to respect the moral subjectivity of the educatees, advocate practical teaching
and pay attention to educatees’ awareness of the socialization, which provides reference for us to improve moral educa-
tion in China and clarify the essence of the ideological and political education.
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