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The Experience of Studying Abroad and the Disease Metaphor of the
Creation Society Writers Who Have Early Studied in Japan

ZHENG Jia-miao
(School of Literature, Southwest University, Chongqing 400715)

Abstract ; The Creation Society writers who had early studied in Japan were influenced by not only the modernity
culture and the literature trend of Taisho era, but also the living dilemma facing them who were from the weak
country, thus producing a type of disease writing. On the individual level, the disease writings of these writers re-
present metaphorically the awakening of the individual consciousness and the new ethics of the modern times. On
the group level, they take the individual as the starting point and put it on the equal position with the group. The
individual disease, serving as a metaphor to refer to the ill state of the country, implies that a group of people are
wandering alone in the foreign country. Since the disease metaphors have different meaning of nation-state concept
in different periods, the individuals and the state form a tension in their disease writings.

Key words ; Creation Society; experience of studying abroad; Taisho culture; romanticism; disease metaphor
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