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On the Merit of the Innovation of Ma Zu-chang’s Ordinary Style of Writing

TANG Zhi-han
(College of Chinese Language and Literature, Sichuan Normal University, Cheng Du 610066, China)

Abstract ; Following the drawbacks of the writing style in Song Dynasty, the articles in the Yuan Dynasty are medio-
cre and flattering. Ma Zu-chang holds the innovative idea to imitate the predecessors and restore the ancient ways. In
order to learn from the writings in the Qin Dynasty and the Han Dynasty, he upholds that the purpose of the writing is
to adhere to the main idea of Confucian classics and shows the writer’ s true intention. He attaches the importance of
the author’s moral establishment and the reconstruction of writing in moral integrity. Secondly, rather than flourishing
rhetoric, he advocates the plain and simple writing to convey the truth and express a vivid realistic character, thus re-
versing the humble writing style of Song dynasty with the concrete article practice. It is of significance for him to push
the restoring and innovating writing practice that he was appointed twice as the chief examiner in charge of the imperi-
al examination. Taking the advantage of the charge of the examination, he applies his literary view into the selection
of officials and admits the literati scholars who have the same literary standpoint with him. By spreading the restora-
tion and innovation thought, he pilots the articles in Yuan dynasty into a grand and elegant realm.

Key words: Yuan dynasty; Ma Zu-chang; the last years of the Song dynasty; the innovation of the writing style
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