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A Textual Research on the Name of Meibei Lake and the Evolution of the Waters

HAN Chen, CHEN Mo
(School of Arts, Xi’an Fanyi University, Xi’an 710105, China)

Abstract ; Meibei Lake, located in Huyi district of Xi’an City today, was one of the most famous tourist attractions
in ancient Chang’an. The textual research on the name of Meibei and the rise and fall of the waters is expected to
explore and collate the rich historic culture of Meibei Lake and thus provide a reference for us to trace the origin of
Meibei culture in the contemporary tourism development. The name has mainly changed three times, that is, Xibei
(the west pond) , Meibei ( the sweet water pond) and Meibei (the rippling pond). Having achieved its prosperous
in the glorious age of the Tang Dynasty, the water area and the landscape of Meibei Lake gradually declined. The
water volume of Meibei waters was abundant before the end of the Yuan Dynasty and began to decrease after.
Though Meibei Lake was been repaired in the Ming and Qing Dynasties, nothing can redeem the decline of the wa-
ters.

Key words ; Meibei Lake; name; the rise and fall of waters; evolution
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