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The Optional Dilemma between Tradition and Modernization by

Overseas Chinese Scholars from the Perspectives of Intergeneration

Based on the tradition of the May Fourth Movement

LIU Jing
(Research Institute of Modern Chinese Poetry, Southwest University, Chongqing 400715, China)

Abstract; With the upsurge of overseas trends of thought in the academia in seventies and eighties of last century,
the issues relevant to the historical position and the modernity of May 4th movement become a focus discussed by
Chinese scholars once again. Under the common influence of several generations of overseas scholars, such as Xia’s
brothers, Leo Lee and David Wang, our understanding of this movement have been attached with more related fac-
tors of overseas culture. Generally when it comes to the notions of “the lyrical tradition” and “the suppressed mo-
dernity” based on the ideological theory or “the sympathetic criticism” and “the creative transformation” used in
rational practice, the overseas Chinese scholars seem to think more of the tradition as the centripetal force of spiritu-
al source, even though they keep an eye to the May 4" movement. These marginal words shuttling back and forth
between the ancient times and today reflect the inconsistent construction of scholars’ personal knowledge and the
trait of their psychological culture under the different historical background and the varied intergeneration view.
Comparing the ideological differences of these scholars of several generations in the aspects of resources, status,
mentoring relationship and so on this article mainly discusses the core idea in their option of “tradition” and “mo-
dernity” , which is to excavate and reconstruct the spiritual connotation of May 4™ movement in order to better un-
derstand the modern literature research and its developing direction abroad.
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