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The Pathology of the Masses and the Elegy for the Traditional Village

On the disease writing in Jia Pingwa’s novel Qin Qiang
LEI Ni-ni

(School of Literature and Journalism, Baoji University of Arts and Sciences, Baoji 721013, China)

Abstract ; In the novel Qin Qiang, Jia Pingwa attaches his nostalgia and regret over the art of Shaanxi opera and the
rural traditional culture on four characters, Zhang Yinsheng, Xia Tianzhi, Bai Xue, and Mu Dan. The madness of
Zhang Yinsheng, the fatal illness of Xia Tianzhi, or the morbid marriage of Bai Xue and the congenital malforma-
tion of Mu Dan all metaphorize the pathology of the masses, which arouses mixed emotions and deep thought. De-
picting the pathological people in the Qingfeng Street, the writer expresses his anxiety and concern about the current
situation and the future of the rural traditional culture. From the physical illness to the mental disease and then to
the decline of rural traditional culture, the novel reveals artistically the spiritual dilemmas of rural people and the
difficult situation of traditional culture inheritance during the period of social transformation.

Key words: Qin Qiang; disease writing; traditional culture
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The Degraded Aesthetics; A Discussion on the Historical

Interpretation and the Contemporary Thinking of Natural Beauty

XU Xiang-yang, KONG Na-na
(School of Literature, Shaanxi University of Technology, Hanzhong 723000, China)

Abstract; As one of the classic category and basic thesis of aesthetics, natural beauty and artistic beauty have al-
ways been concerned by estheticians to varying degree. Getting little attention it deserves in aesthetics, natural
beauty is placed in the position of a relative significance of artistic beauty, or directly referred to as “incomplete,
imperfect beauty”. Since western traditional aesthetics and analytical aesthetics are deeply influenced by Kant and
Hegel, aesthetics has developed into so-called art philosophy excluding natural beauty. With the progress of the
times, aesthetics is also in constant improvement. The appearance of ecological aesthetics and environmental aes-
thetics, which are closely related to natural aesthetics, contributes to upgrading the position of natural aesthetics
and expanding and breaking through “humanized nature” , the traditional view of epistemological aesthetics. How-
ever, the further in-depth discussion is required on the current changes of the aesthetic subject, the artistic prac-
tice, the mode of artistic dissemination, and the future development of natural aesthetics.

Key words : natural beauty; degrade; historical interpretation; contemporary thinking
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