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The Interaction between Scholars and Craftsmen: Achieving the Brilliance of
Creation in the South of the Yangtze River in the Ming Dynasty

TIAN Qian-ru
(School of Fine Arts, Shanghai University, Shanghai 200072, China)

Abstract; Due to the policy implementation to substitute silver for hard labor in the late year in Chenghua reign of
Ming Dynasty, the personal attachment between craftsmen and government tend to be relaxed, and the autonomy
and enthusiasm of production rose unprecedentedly, thus promoting the overall progress of handicraft technology. At
the same time, the development of commodity economy and the rise of the citizen stratum in the south of the Yan-
gtze River have promoted the status of businessmen to a certain extent, thus shaking the position of the scholar-offi-
cial class which used to be at the top stratum. Having stepped out of their unfavorable official career, they actively
take the initiative in various creative activities rather than the argument of justice and gains. As a result, a coopera-
tive relationship is established between the scholars and craftsmen. Based on the literature review, this paper nar-
rates the background, causes, changes and development of the interaction between both groups, and as well as the
spirit of craftsmen, so as to draw a conclusion that the brilliant achievements are made in the creation activities in
Jiangnan area of the Ming Dynasty with the combination of scholars and craftsmen.

Key words: Jiangnan in the Ming Dynasty; scholar-official ; craftsmen; creations; interaction
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