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On Liu Xie’s Idea of “Yuan Dao” and It’s Contemporary Value

LI Dong-ruo
(School of Liberal Arts, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract : As for Liu Xie’s idea of “Dao” in the first chapter “Yuan Dao” (the original way) of Literary Mind and
the Carving of Dragons, the interpretations are diversified and unable to decide which is right. This paper tries to
explore the aesthetic connotation of his idea from the perspective of traditional Chinese aesthetic thinking mode. Liu
Xie’s view of “Dao” contains Confucianism, Buddhism, Daoism and other traditional Chinese philosophical ideas,
and even goes beyond that. The “Dao” in “Yuan Dao” is a unique theoretical category born in the Chinese tradi-
tional aesthetic system, which embodies the way of integrating Chinese traditional aesthetics into one, perceiving
and experiencing the world intuitively. Liu Xie’s aesthetic view of “Yuan Dao” has important theoretical enlighten-
ment for the construction of contemporary Chinese literary theory.

Key words: Liu Xie; Literary Mind and the Carving of Dragons; Yuan Dao; Chinese literature theory
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