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A Study of Jian Jia in Odes of Qin and the Geographical Environment of
Yongcheng, the Capital of Qin State

XU Yan-feng', TIAN Ya-¢i°
(1. Institute of Silk Road Studies, Northwest University, Xi’an 710069, China; 2. Qin and Han Archaeological
Research Department, Archaeological Research Institute of Shaanxi Province, Xi’ an 710061, China)

Abstract ; Despite a unique place in Odes of Qin of The Book of Poeiry, Jian Jia is difficult to read because of the

ambiguous referents of the poem. However, various geographical features in this poem can be used as the key to in-

terpret the poem. The geomorphologic features described in Jian Jia have been verified by the archaeological dis-

covery and restoration of Yongcheng, which gives a time frame of the creation of this poem to a certain extent. As

a significant milestone, the period of Yongcheng is crucial for the rise of the Qin people. The study of the history a-

long with the artistic conception in the poetry provides us some thoughts of the rise of Qin people.

Key words: Jian Jia; the study of Confucian classics in Han dynasty; Yongcheng; river landform; the spirit of Qin

people
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