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A Research on Zhang Ailing’s Discussion of Versions of Dream in Red
Mansions in Nightmare in the Red Chamber

LUO Hao-chun
(School of Liberal Arts, Shaanxi University of Science and Technology, Hanzhong 723000, China)

Abstract ; Referring Dream in Red Mansions as the source of all, Zhang Ailing carefully compare each version of the
novel in her academic book Nightmare in the Red Chamber. Rather than taking different versions of the whole book
as the research unit, Zhang Ailing prefer the comparative study of the chapter, the paragraph, the even the sen-
tence. She also criticizes the shortcomings of the sequel of last forty chapters of Dream in Red Mansions with evi-
dences, examines the original of rewritten plot and the contents of the manuscript, and analyzes the ten endings of
the early versions listed by Zhou Ruchang. Zhang Ailing’s research technique of Dream in Ted Mansions is unique
paying attention to every detail with carefully contemplation, expressing her own opinions while citing various au-
thorities, employing western and Chinese knowledge with well-versed learning of ancient and modern times. It is
this unique method and mind of textual research that makes her uphold her own opinions on the controversial issues
in the academic world. However the commend of the sequel as an unworthy continuation to the masterpiece or the
gangrene attached to the bone and the idea that Dream in Red Mansions is a literary creation rather than an autobi-
ography are yet to be discussed.

Key words : Zhang Ailing; Nightmare in the Red Chamber; Dream in Red Mansions; version



