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Problems and the Solutions to China’ s Rural Governance from the Perspective

of Recognition Theory
SUN Liang-jie
(School of Marxism, Anhui University, Hefei 230601, China)

Abstract: Honneth’ s recognition theory constructs three forms of recognition of “love, law and unity” , and corre-
spondingly three forms of contempt like “violence, deprivation of rights and insults”. The recognition and the con-
tempt influence individuals on their realization of self-confidence, self-esteem and sense of pride in positive and
negative ways respectively. The pursuit of recognition and the resistance to contempt constitute the moral reasons for
social contradictions and conflicts. In contemporary China, there is inadequacy in rural governance in emotional
care , legal guarantee, social respect and political participation. Therefore, it is necessary to take targeted measures
to resolve these deficiencies, so as to improve the rural governance system on the integrated base of self-governing,
moral governing and law governing, in order to promote its further development.

Key words :recognition theory; rural governance; emotional care; legal guarantee; political participation
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