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An Analysis of the Features of Changsha City Based on the Panoramic Photograph
in the Late Qing Dynasty
LIU Peng, YAN Yu-juan

(School of Landscape Architecture, Central South University of Forestry and Technology,
Changsha 410004, China)

Abstract ; Based on the city panoramic photograph of Changsha in the late Qing Dynasty this paper explores the
landscape and architectural features in the photo and analyzes the physical environment of Changsha by using car-
tographic methodology, the historical photographic data analysis, the document analysis, and the comparative anal-
ysis. This panoramic photograph was taken in a period after Hunan “Reform Movement” to the early stage of the
“New Deal” in the late Qing Dynasty, when Changsha City as a whole had maintained the landscape pattern and
architectural style of a traditional city in the Qing Dynasty. Analyzing the etiquette system, the emergence of new
functional areas and the influence of city walls on the urban space in the Qing Dynasty, the paper finds that at that
time the urban spatial layout of Changsha City is characterized of the new characteristics of urban modernization.
This panoramic photograph intuitively reflects the historical city style of Changsha in the preliminary transformation
from tradition style to modern one and thus has obvious characteristics of the times. The findings provide reference
for the study of the evolution of modern urban landscape and urban space, the organic renewal and restoration of the
old urban areas, and the construction of urban virtual models of Changsha city.

Key words : features ; panoramic photograph ;the late Qing Dynasty ; Changsha
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