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The Spatial Narration and Its Cultural Implication of Baxian Plays
in Zaju of Yuan Dynasty

Taking Ma Zhiyuan’s Dream of the Yellow Sorghum as an example
HOU Jun-li
(School of Libera Arts, Shaanxi Sci-Tech University, Hanzhong 723000, China)

Abstract : There are a large number of Baxian ( Eight Immortals) plays in the immortal Taoist drama in Yuan Dy-
nasty , reflecting the deep love of literati and people for the dramas with the theme of Eight Immortals. Dream of the
Yellow Sorghum created by Ma Zhiyuan and others, is a kind of Zaju of Yuan Dynasty. Though it is a story of Lu
Dongbin, who has achieved divinity after meeting with Zhongli Quan, one of the eight immortals, the play involves
unlimited space and imagination. The paper studies the spatial narrative theory in Dream of the Yellow Sorghum a-
bout Eight Immortals’ enlightenment, and then explores the cultural implication in the story of eight Immortals un-
der the spatial construction of Baxian plays in the Yuan Dynasty.

Key words:Zaju of Yuan Dynasty; the Eight Immortals plays; Dream of the yellow Sorghum; spatial narrative;

cultural implication
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